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Presenter: Erik R. Swenson, Ph.D.
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Abstract: This presentation will examine the classical aspects of acetazolamide
as an inhibitor of carbonic anhydrase to prevent and treat high altitude ilinesses,
such as acute mountain sickness. However, work in the last decade has
identified other possible mechanisms for the effectiveness of acetazolamide
independent of its inhibition of carbonic anhydrase related to the acute
maladaptation to high altitude. These include inhibition of hypoxic pulmonary
vasoconstriction, enhancement of alveolar fluid reabsorption and inhibition of
aquaporins.
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